BISMARCK

both empires friendly have been successful. Our friend-
ship with England has SQ far not suffered thereby, and the
rumours set afloat in that Court by political intriguers, that
Germany may have designs about the acquisition of Hol-
land, could only have met with transitory approval among
ladies in high social circles; the calumniators were not
tired, but the believers appear at last to be becoming so.
Under these circumstances the foreign policy of the Em-
pire is in a position to turn its unimpaired attention to the
volcano in the West, which for three hundred years has so
often littered Germany with its eruptions. I have no con-
fidence in the assurances which we receive from there, and
can give the Empire no other advice than to await a pos-
sible fresh attack, well equipped and with ordered arms.

' v. BISMARCK.'

From King Lewis to Prince Bismarck

'Berg: July 7, 1877.

' I am compelled on this occasion, my dear Prince, to
tell you with what lively regret I heard, a little while ago,
the news of the possibility of your retirement. The
greater my personal respect for you, and my confidence in
the federal basis of your activity as a statesman, the more
deeply should I have felt the disaster of such an event for
me and for my country.

' To my real joy it has not taken place, and I hope,
from the bottom of my heart, that your wisdom and activ-
ity may long be preserved to the Empire, and to Bavaria,
its loyal member. You have also, my dear Prince, my
deepest thanks for the satisfactory information regarding
prospects of peace, and for the assurance that von Rud-

hart, my destined envoy to Berlin, will be received by you
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